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in White Mountain, Ross McEl-
wee, found their way into the 

hearts of many. The McElwees 

arrived in White Mountain on 

March 27th.  They came from TX 

where the temperature was in the 
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White Mountain, it was zero and 

windy, creating temperatures of 

around -30 degrees! All their life 

belongings were to come in two shipping containers via the first barge in early 

June. The family of six eagerly waited. But life in Alaska cannot always be pre-

dictable. The following emails cannot express both the disappoint and the joy they 
were allowed to experience. 
 

July 3, 2008 
Dear Prayer Warriors, 
  

Our containers still have not arrived and the third barge has now come and gone. 
I have been contacted by the barging company and they are telling me they need 
to break the containers open in Nome, then load our stuff into an open landing 
craft to carry it here -- it will take at least 4 trips to unload the two containers. 
The next problem is that we own the containers and there are none here in the 
village that are in anything resembling decent condition that the company owns 
that they can swap us out for. We need the containers for storage since the house 
is so small and it will not be possible to construct an addition this year. There is a 
lot of stress right now. We need to see God's hand to intervene. 
 

July 5, 2008 
Dear Prayer Warriors, 
  

Here's where we are at the moment.... Samuel and I are supposed to be getting 
onto a plane anytime now to fly to Nome. Once there, we are supposed to oversee 
the offloading of our containers over to the landing craft. Once loaded we will 
accompany our belongings on the landing craft to White Mountain. The barging 
company has given us two containers to store our stuff in. Our own containers will 
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